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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, BR 

SUB J : REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE PROGRAM 
REF: 77 BRASILIA 10449 (NOTAL) 

1 . ECONOFF DISCUSSED REPORTS OF CREATION OF COMMISSION TO 
STUDY FEASIBILITY OF REGIONAL SATELLITE PROGRAM (REF) WITH 
ARTHUR ITUASSU, ACTING SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
IN MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS. ITUASSU CONFIRMED BRAZIL’S 
INTEREST IN SUCH A PROJECT AS POSSIBLE SUBSTITUTE FOR THE 
BRAZILIAN DOMESTIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE PROGRAM WHICH 
WAS INDEFINITELY POSTPONED IN MAY 1977 DUE TO BOP AND 

BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRASIL 00545 231338Z 

2. ITUASSU SAID THAT THE IDEA HAD ORIGINATED WITHIN THE ANDEAN 
PACT BUT HAD STALLED PRIMARILY DUE TO OPPOSITION BY COLOMBIA 
WHICH WANTS ITS OWN SATELLITE. WITH THE SHELVING OF ITS WOWN 
SATELLITE PROGRAM. THE GOB THEN EXPRESSED OFFICIAL INTEREST 
TO ITS ANDEAN NEIGHBORS IN THE REGIONAL SATELLITE IDEA. ITUASSU 
SAID THAT THESE CONTACTS ARE STILT. IN THE PRELIMINARY, 

EXPLORATORY PHASE AND NO FORMAL COMMISSION HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 
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NOR FEASIBILITY STUDIES BEGUN. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO ITUASSU, 

BRAZIL ABSOLUTELY REQUIRES A SATELLITE FOR ITS FUTURE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

NEEDS AND, IF THE REGIONAL APPROACH FAILS, THE GOB WILL HAVE NO 
CHOICE BUT TO RESUME ITS DOMESTIC PROGRAM. 

JOHNSON 
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